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REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

In light of the above amendments and remarks to 
follow, reconsideration and allowance of this application are 
respectfully requested . 

Claims 1-3, 5-6, 9, 23-26, 28-29, 36-39, 40-42, and 
46-48 are pending in this application. Claims 4, 27, 32, 34-35, 
and 40 are canceled. 

Claims 1-2, 9, 32, 36-38, and 46 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as being unpatentable over Imamura et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6,453,369) in view of Kurihara (U.S. Patent 
6,069,956). Claims 3-6 and 39-42 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§103 (a) as being unpatentable over Imamura in view of Kurihara 
and Ito (U.S. Patent 6,496,978). Claims 23-25, 34-35 and 47-48 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Imamura in view of Kurihara and Osakabe (U.S. Patent 6,894,961). 
Claims 26-29 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Imamura in view of Kurihara, Ito, and Osakabe. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include the following 
limitation from canceled dependent claim 4: 

prompting a user to obtain a later generation of 
encryption key version information when the record 
medium encryption key version information is a more 
recent version than the apparatus encryption key 
version information; 

In this manner, the present invention prompts the user to obtain 
a more recent encryption key version number when the current 
version number is outdated. (All independent claims contain 
similar limitations ) 

The Examiner contends that Kurihara ! s information 
indicator (indicating whether ECM data for transmission is valid 
or not) may be combined with Imamura 1 s display 4 to meet this 
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limitation. (Office Action pages 19-20; Kurihara column 2, 
lines 4 6-52; Imamura column 4, line 51) However, Kurihara does 
not disclose prompting the user to obtain more recent 
information as required in the present claims. Moreover, 
Kurihara ! s information indicator simply indicates whether the 
ECM data is valid and is therefore not analogous to the present 
invention's encryption key version information which is used to 
generate an encryption key. Accordingly, for at least these 
reasons, the present invention is patentably distinguishable 
over the cited prior art references and the rejected claims 
should now be allowed. 

In view of the above, each of the presently pending 
claims in this application is believed to be in immediate 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is 

respectfully requested to withdraw the outstanding rejection of 
the claims and to pass this application to issue. 

If, however, for any reason the Examiner does not 
believe that such action can be taken at this time, it is 
respectfully requested that he/she telephone applicant's 
attorney at (908) 654-5000 in order to overcome any additional 
objections which he might have. 
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If there are any additional charges in connection with 
this requested amendment, the Examiner is authorized to charge 
Deposit Account No. 12-1095. 

Dated: June 5, 2006 ^^^ ^^^ul^ su ^^ ed ^ 

Darren M. Simon 
Registration No.: 47,946 
LERNER, DAVID, LITTENBERG, 

KRUMHOLZ & MENTLIK, LLP 
600 South Avenue West 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
(908) 654-5000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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